Identify critical nodes 



Establish paths between identified critical [^/ 
nodes 



Optically switch traffic on the paths 
established between the identified critical 
nodes 



Select a path for traffic flow 



it 



Signal all intermediate node to provide a 
switched path for traffic for 
predetermined time period 



Optically switch traffic during 
predetermined time period 



Release bandwidth in the switched path ^ 
when predetermined time period has 
elapsed 



Select a path for traffic flow 



Establish a switched path to the first 
intermediate node; the first intermediate 
node routes traffic to a second 
intermediate node 



Send traffic from to at least a first 
destination and a second destination 
using a switched path 



